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The final score-  

weather: 2,  

Taste of Markerville: 1.   

 

Over the three years Taste of Markerville 

has hosted a Long Table Dinner, central 

Alberta’s stormy summer weather has 

impacted two, including this year’s mid 

meal scramble into Fensala Hall.  The 

overall rating by happy diners ranged 

from excellent to awesome as hard 

working chefs and volunteers were 

given two standing ovations for their 

efforts to adapt to the sudden 

downpour. 
 

Visitor survey comments rated all four 

elements of the day- BBQ, Country 

Market, ‘Appy Hour and Long Table 

Dinner- highly with the historic setting, 

atmosphere and friendly volunteers 

getting special and repeated mention. 

 

The event’s success is a testament to a 

unique partnership of local farmers, 

chefs, volunteers and sponsors who 

work tirelessly to present the seasonal 

best “great local food, farmers and 

community” in the scenic hamlet of 

Markerville.  A special thanks goes to 

presenting partners Peavey Mart and 

Red Deer County, chefs Blake Anderson, 

Todd Lawrence, Michael Ubbing, Derek 

Layden and Matt Burton, and to the 

dozens of hard working volunteers who 

organize and present Taste of 

Markerville. 

 

Plan to visit Historic Markerville on 

July 29, 2017 for the fifth annual 

Taste of Markerville. 

Taste of Markerville A Growing Success 



President’s 
Corner  
d’Arcy Gamble 

Society facts and 

tid bits 

DID YOU KNOW? 

What an amazing summer season! It has 

been a nonstop cream can ride in Historic 

Markerville with many events chugging 

along!  Once again our summer staff were 

the best... hats off to Brooke, Chelsea, 

Jenna, Lakeisha, and Liza.  Your excitement 

and enthusiasm for your job was 

contagious! Locals and visitors alike were 

recipients of excellent service with plenty 

of smiles, coffee, ice cream, and 

vinertarta.  All the best to the girls as they 

move on to new adventures and schooling 

this year. …remember to come and visit 

because now you are considered family!  I 

truly believe that is just what people 

coming to Markerville 

experience…”family”… there is such a sense 

of family when you see people working 

together, taking pride in accomplishments, 

celebrating achievements and supporting 

each other.  One can only hope that the 

genuine hospitality and caring given by our 

staff, our community, and our members of 

the Icelandic society has made someone's 

day a little brighter and sent them off with 

a smile.  Thanks to all that visited this 

summer and supported our facilities and 

our events, your presence makes all the 

hard work worthwhile!                    

Below: Staff BBQ evening at the Gambles 

 

The SGSIS looks after and maintains four sites of 

which three are designated an “Alberta Historic 

Resource”. We looked at the museum collections 

committee last newsletter so here are the 

committees for our other facilities: 

 

Here is a snapshot on what these unbelievable 

members/volunteers do at the sites: 

 

 Fensala Hall Committee - oversees the facility 

operation, bookings, programming, food service, 

maintenance, grants and reports to the Board 

monthly.  Thanks to John McKechnie, Gerry 

Johannson, Elaine Bates, Jim Lougheed, Rick 

Johannson, Dennis Small, Kathleen Raines, 

Joyce Johannson. 

 Tindastoll Cemetery Committee - oversee 

maintenance, burials, plot sales, burial records, 

submit grants and report to the Board monthly. 

Thanks to Shirley Hillman, Ken Budvarson, 

Barry Budvarson, Tim Kreil, Marie Sveinson. 

 Markerville Lutheran Church Committee - 

oversee facility operation and maintenance, 

bookings, flower pots, and report to the Board 

monthly. Thanks to Bernice Andersen, Marlene 

Potter, Kelly Rude, Michele Johannson, d’Arcy 

Gamble, Marie Sveinson. 

Manager-  assists our committees by keeping them 

updated and aware of what is happening when it 

comes to bookings, grants, events at any one of 

the facilities, reports to the Board 

monthly. Thanks to Brooke Henrikson. 

Stay tuned next newsletter for some more 

insights into the Society   



Concert series 

kick off at 

Fensala Hall a 

fantastic evening

– Tim Isberg & 

Friends 

By Marlene Linneberg 

Saturday, September 17, 2016, Historic Fensala 
Hall was alive with music! The featured artist of 
the evening was Tim Isberg. Originally from south-
ern Alberta, Tim is an accomplished singer song-
writer who is emerging in the performance scene 
after a lengthy hiatus from music to serve 
in the Canadian Army. From Rwanda to Afghani-
stan, Tim has had the privilege and challenges of 
living and working in different cultures, international 
conflict zones and amid the best and worst 
humanity has to offer. As a performer, he enter-
tained audiences in many corners of Europe, 
Africa, Afghanistan and throughout the Middle East 
and Levant. Many of his storyteller songs 
stem from these life adventures. 
 

Tim mainly performed his own Americana style of 
Roots and Alt-Country original songs with 
lyrics that touched the soul and melodies and har-
monies that warmed the heart. He also mixed it 
up a little with a few rock, pop, folk, celtic and coun-
try cover tunes. All superbly performed by 
Tim and his band, Blaine Doherty, Dean Pierno and 
Kim Lesaca. 
 

Opening for Tim was Cole Martin. Cole is 17 years 
old and has lived in the Innisfail area all his 

life. He has been playing guitar and singing for al-
most 4 years now. Cole loves playing all kinds 
of music, but his favourite genre is country music. 
Cole entertained us with his quiet charm, a 
great voice and a comfortable delivery of some old 
country favorites by such well known artists 
as Buck Owens and Hank Williams. 
Here is what some of our patrons said... 
What a fantastic evening. Job well done - pat your-
self on the back !!! Not only was the 
music great, Tim's stories were wonderful!! I am so 
looking forward to more concerts, 
what a magical evening. 
Thanks to the organizers. Concert was great. Loved 
the music. 
Great evening and so close to home. Thanks Mar-
lene and your helpers. 



Friends  to remember 

 

Julian Fenech  57 -

passed away July 31, 

2016 

Sylvia Mathon 62-

passed away July 29, 

2016 

Colin Lough  30—

passed away January 6, 

2016 

Dorothy Johannson 

92  -passed away 

September 9, 2016 

 

All were interned in 

Tindastol cemetery  

VIKING CUP MAKES A COME BACK 
By Bernice Andersen 

VIkings gathered at Gleniffer Lake Golf Resort on Sept 10th for our 

13th annual fundraising golf tournament. The weather was perfect 

and with the prizes and a meal at Fensala Hall in Markerville,a great 

time was had. Thanks to  Gleniffer Lake staff, the hole sponsors, 

prize donations and the committee of Fred & Bernice Andersen, Bar-

ry & Bev Budvarson, Roger and Jeanette Dezall. Kathleen Raines and 

crew who prepared and served the supper  

Winners of the Viking Cup Dan Vanson 

team from Red Deer with Doug 

Hougestol Ceasar Pinette and Jim Goryk.  

Long drive winner Corrine Graham and her 

sister Connie Enghoj pose with the Viking 

ship and helmets  

The Cook Family Scholarship Winner Announced! 

The Cook Family Scholarship was established in 2009 by Barry and 

Vivian Cook of Vancouver, B.C.  Barry grew up in the Spruce View area 

with his Icelandic family roots going back to 1888.  Mr. Cook wanted 

to give back to his home community by offering a $1500 scholarship 

to graduates pursuing post secondary education.  The scholarship is 

awarded on the basis of: the applicant’s scholastic attainment as well 

as an essay submitted on the theme of past and/or current 

contribution of Markerville’s Icelandic heritage to Markerville and its 

neighbouring communities.  The SGSIS is pleased to award this years’ 

Cook Family Scholarship to Jayden Koster.  In Jayden’s essay, he asked 

us to consider our own cultural heritage and consider the links our 

ancestors made that have impacted us within our families and 

communities. He cited how the Icelandic Society’s contributions to 

the community has contributed to  keeping it alive and preserving 

it’s heritage to share with future generations. Jayden was chosen as a 

worthy recipient of the scholarship and as a reminder and example 

of how one’s heritage does mold and shape us into being a 

contributing member of our community.  He has volunteered within 

the school, church and community with Teen Mentoring, Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters and more. Jayden will be furthering his 

Education at the University of Calgary in the Schulich School of 

Engineering. Congratulations Jayden and all the best to you in your 

studies! 



ALBERTA CELEBRATES 

ICELANDIC INDEPENDENCE 
By Gwen Mann (LEIC) 

On Saturday, June 18, 2016, the 
roads in central Alberta were 
busy with car, trucks, 
utility vehicles and a bus, taking 
families to the Icelandic Inde-
pendence Day in the 
historic hamlet of Markerville, 
where in 1888, a group of Ice-
landic pioneers forged their 
way to make their homes and a 
new life in Canada. The three 
Alberta Clubs, the 
Stephan G. Stephansson Iceland-
ic Society (SGSIS), Leif Eiriksson 
Icelandic Club of 
Calgary (LEIC) and the Icelandic 
Canadian Club of Edmonton 
(ICCE) sponsor a day of cultural 
education and celebration. After 
some family activities, the group 
was 
enthralled with the show put on 
by the Sons of Fenrir, Viking re-
enactors who displayed what life 
was like a thousand years ago, 
about the time that Iceland was 
being settled. 
Children watched in awe, seeing 
men and women wearing cloth-
ing that was handmade 
displaying ancient means of self-
protection. Many of the words 
that they used could not be un-
derstood but the actors knew 
what each command meant and 
reacted 
accordingly. They were actually 
speaking old Norse. The time 
became very busy, 
especially when ice cream was 

served and that was also the 
time for the children to be 
involved in combat and a Tug O 
War with the Vikings. Amazingly, 
the children seemed to win all 
the “wars.” 
One of the main highlights of 
this yearly event is the crowning 
of the Fjallkona. This 
year, LEIC member, Marg Finn-
son (nee Hoar) accepted this 
honor from Carolyn 
Josephson Yu (ICCE), attired in 
an Icelandic Upphlutur. Carolyn 
talked about her year 
as Alberta Fjallkona and Marg 
spoke of the significance of her 
new role and her 
appreciation of learning Iceland-
ic traditions from her mother in 
law, the late Inga 
Finnson. 
Also on the program was Doro-
thy Murray, President of the Ice-
landic Ladies Aide 
“Vonin” (meaning hope) - they 
celebrate their 125th Anniver-
sary. Vonin was established 
as a women’s organization and 
she gave a comprehensive 
outline of their history and 
service to the community. 
Bernice Anderson spoke 
about the 30th Anniversary of 
the Creamery Museum, a sig-
nificant facility in the history 
of the area and an important 
tourist historical attraction. At 
the Icelandic National League 
of North America Convention 

in Vancouver in April, Beverly 
Arason-Gaudet (ICCE) was elect-
ed 2nd Vice President. She gave 
an overview of the Leagues ac-
tivities and upcoming events in 
Alberta. 
Christine Mueller, president of 
LEIC presented an honourary 
membership to Stephan 
Vilberg Benediktson on behalf of 
the LEIC. Stephan has a remarka-
ble history in his 
engineering, business and cultur-
al contributions to our country, a 
lengthy and very 
interesting history that is best 
read either in his book, Steph-
an’s Story or by going to 
www.inlofna.org/biographies. 
The day concluded with a huge 
Pot Luck dinner including roast 
turkey and baked ham 
and meat balls. The trimming 
included a multitude of salads 
with wide array of desserts. 
A decorative cake from Edmon-
ton was cut and served by the 
new Fjallkona. 
 



happenings in Markerville 

Margie and Gerald Miller. Gerald,cowboy poet, en-

tertained 60 people who enjoyed a great meal of lo-

cal fresh farm produce at the open farm days dinner  

 Icelandic bus tour makes a stop in Markerville to visit 

the home of Stephan G. and tour  Markerville.  Donna 

Nelson sets off from Fensala Hall to take half the 

group to the Historic Church while Bernice Ander-

sen  gives the others a tour of the Creamery Museum  

Wes and Brenda Flake do a ice 

cream demo at Cream day 

 

Ken and Marie Sveinson cheer 

on the Icelandic Soccer team!  
Bernice and Laurel enjoy the photo 

booth at Cream day 

Markerville’s Vikings in Spruce View’s 

annual Canada Day parade 

Martin Mathon with his 1947 Ford 1/2 tonne at this years 

show and shoine 



Annual favorites, Cream day and  

Show n’ Shine! 

Cream day- 605 registered guests 

visited as we welcomed the 1950’s 

back for our annual event. The day 

was a perfect summer day! Sunshine, 

burgers on the grill and pie with ice 

cream. Live entertainment, petting 

zoo, carnival, crafts and photo booth. 

Thank you to those who volunteered 

their time. We appreciate your 

support and could not bring this 

much anticipated event to our guests 

without you!  Show n’ Shine- Over 45 

beautiful machines sparkled the 

streets surrounding the Creamery for 

a day of burgers, pie with ice cream 

and sharing with fellow enthusiasts. 

Although it threatened to rain all day, 

it held off until the vintage cars were 

on their way home. 

Special thanks to Rick & Rylee 

Johannson as well as Justin Hillman for 

bringing this annual event to our 

doorstep and to Joyce Johannson for 

baking the delicious homemade pies. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who 

supported us with flipping burgers or 

running the concession  

Work week of September 12, 2016 

It was a very successful week of work on the 

Creamery grounds.  The weather cooperated every 

day and the six inmates and their supervisor were 

very energetic and easy to get along with.  The work 

done consisted mostly of prepping and painting, 

the railings on the deck and wheelchair ramp were 

done, the ice house and stage were painted, the 

fence on the north side of the creamery and the 

picket fence directly south of the Creamery was 

done and all the benches were stained.  Friday was a 

finish up day and John and two inmates tackled 

cleaning up and organizing the Ice House, there is 

now a semblance of order in there!  We fed the 

inmates burgers and all the trimmings as part of a 

big thank you for all their hard work.  

Phillip Johannson donated 6 gallons of paint to the 

project and the cost of materials bought totaled 

$193.40  

Over all it was a good experience and we have the 

opportunity to book for a project next season in 

January. 

Week of work by inmates by John McKechnie 

Rave reviews 
from visitors and 
long table Diners 

______ 
 

100% of those 
surveyed will 
come back 

_____ 
 

Outstanding 
support from 

farmers, chefs 
and sponsors 

______ 
 

93 Volunteers 
contributed 503 

hours 
____ 

 
$13,000+ net rev-
enue generated 

IN SUPPORT OF  

HISTORIC 

MARKERVILLE 

A project of the 

S.G.S.I.S 



Cemetery project– assistance needed 
 

Quiet, peaceful, nicely kept... Those are some of the comments we hear from people visiting our 

cemetery or searching for family roots. Thank you to all those folks who have helped again at cemetery 

clean up or other times over the summer season. We also are grateful for financial donations or gifts 

given in memory of loved ones. 

The cemetery committee has several concerns regarding the responsibility and maintenance. Various 

old cement perimeters are breaking up or partly covered, so they are a mowing hazard and safety 

issue. Many headstones are leaning or sinking and therefore need attention. This project would include 

lifting, re aligning headstones, removing some broken cement perimeters and levelling the affected 

plots with dirt and reseeding. These repairs bring complications not only financially, but also regarding 

permission and assistance from families for these repairs. Some family connections are gone or 

unknown. We estimate project costs to be approximately $15,000.00 and are applying to Red Deer 

County for some assistance but will require $10,000.00 in donations to complete this project. It is our 

hope to begin work in the spring. 

Tax receipts will be issued for financial donations of $20 or more made to Stephan G. 

Stephansson Icelandic Society or SGSIS. Please indicate Tindastoll Cemetery Project 

Address: 114 Creamery Way, Markerville, AB T0M 1M0 

We truly do appreciate support in this cemetery maintenance project as we continue our mission to 

"Honour the Legacy of Markerville's Pioneers in building a vibrant rural community and enriching the 

cultural tapestry of Alberta and Canada" 

Questions or concerns? Please call Shirley Hillman at 403-505-1215 or email 

southridgeranch@gmail.com 

***If you know of anyone who has family members buried at Tindastoll that does not get the 

newsletter to pass the information on to them, we are hoping to reach as many families as possible*** 

Braden Gates is a young man, which may come 

as a surprise to anyone who has heard his brand 

of classic foot stompin’, fiddle playin’, guitar 

pickin’ folk. It would be easy to stereotype Gates 

as an old soul, but despite his love of traditional 

folk instrumentation and songwriting and old 

timey stage clothes, Gates’ sound carries a 

youthful feel and never feels affected or 

inauthentic. Through the ease with which he bows 

his fiddle and picks his guitar, and the 

straightforward uncluttered honesty of his lyrics, 

Gates has a natural way with a story. And 

storytelling really is at the centre of Gates’ 

writing. Gates’ warm and slightly gravelly voice 

relays stories that are funny and heartbreaking — 

usually over the course of the same tune. Full of 

wit and wisdom, folksy charm and sharp 

observations, Gates’ compositions are relevant 

and, strangely, very rooted in 2016 — even if he 

plays that fiddle and picks that guitar like an artist 

t h r e e t i m e s h i s a g e . 

www.bradengates 

Coming soon..... 
Braden Gates Concert 

November 12, 2016 at Historic Fensala Hall 

mailto:southridgeranch@gmail.com


 

Manager’s Message 
Brooke Henrickson 

Whew! Where did the time go? Let’s see… 

Early May saw the arrival of the summer 

staff, Chelsea Butler, Jenna Berild, Lakeisha 

Robertson and Liza van der Gun. We jumped 

right in and presented school programs to 

over 1500 students during May and June, a 

wedding, Icelandic Picnic and the 

Markerville Vintage Club Tractor pull. 

July had 2 special events, Canada Day and 

Taste of Markerville, 3 day camps and a tour 

luncheon. Canada Day was extremely busy 

and Taste of Markerville was a huge success 

with visitors from around Alberta. 

August had 4 events, Heritage Day, Cream 

Day, Open Farm Days and Show ‘n Shine, 2 

weddings, 4 luncheons and 2 day camps. All 

wonderful events with many new faces in 

the crowds. 

September had staff winding down with 

good-byes and thanks for an excellent 

summer season.  

Our seasonal staff are exceptional young 

ladies who have taken ownership in the 

Kaffistofa, Creamery, special events and 

community. Chelsea, Jenna and Lakeisha are 

enrolled in the Education Faculty at various 

Alberta universities, each dedicating their 

studies to further the education of our 

youth while Liza is starting her first year of 

high school.   

With their creative and organizational skills 

and plenty of teamwork, Cream Day was a 

huge hit as we went back to the 50’s and 

enjoyed signs on vinyl records, a photo 

booth, live entertainment and petting zoo.  

Special events, day camps and tour 

luncheons saw a range of ages and the staff 

went above and beyond to ensure each 

person enjoyed their visit and experienced 

Markerville’s hospitality. Every guest who 

arrived was greeted with “Hello, how are 

you today” and every ice cream scooped 

came with a big smile! 

Thank you to the Canadian Federal 

government for offering summer 

employment student grants such as Young 

Canada Works and Canada Summer jobs. 

These grants allow us to chose the best 

candidates for our summer positions. Our 

2016 seasonal staff excelled in customer 

service, special projects, special events and 

teamwork.  

Daily, the staff held visitors, students and 

members of the community with the 

highest standard of respect. These young 

ladies were a pleasure to work with and I 

wish them all the best in their future 

endeavours. I hope one endeavour is to 

return next summer!  

 

Christmas in Markerville 

Mark your calendar! Christmas is coming! 

Our annual Christmas market and Cookie 

Walk will be held on Friday November 4
th

 

through Sunday November 6
th

. We have 

many new vendors/artisans along with some of our 

favourite ones. 

The Creamery Café will be held in the basement and 

serving Kathleen’s delicious dishes. Yum! 

Don’t forget your cookies! The funds received from the 

making and selling of these scrumptious cookies and 

treats benefits special addition projects for the 

museum, hall or church. Whether you bake or buy, we 

appreciate your support!  

FENSALA HALL FOOD 

SERVICES 

Recruiting a coordinator to 

take bookings, set menus, 

purchase groceries and lead 

the volunteer food service 

teams for 10-20 events per 

year. 

“IF YOU HAVE GOOD 

FOOD PEOPLE WILL 

COME” M.GILLEY 

CONTACT: d’Arcy Gamble 

at  

darcy.j.gamble@gmail.com  

for more information 
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to Phillip 

Johannson for 

donating paint 

and material 

towards our 

regular 

maintenance 

projects  
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