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Getting to Know Alberta's Fjallkona 
Submitted by Donna Nelson 

Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society is 
pleased to introduce the Fjallkona for Alberta for 
the coming year. She is Della Branson and she 
was accompanied by her princesses, Diana & 
Naomi Kure at the Islendingadagurin. Being the 
daughter of Pastor and Mrs Palmer, Della was 
raised in several communities of western Canada 
where her father was called to serve. 
 

She married Earl Branson, a farmer in the Craig 
district in 1964 and they were blessed with a 
family of four daughters and one son. The family 
were young when their father died of a heart 
attack, but being strong and courageous, Della 
carried on caring for her children and the farm. 
 

Della is not Icelandic and neither was her late 
husband, but she is no stranger to Icelandic 
culture, history and community volunteering. 
Many of us in Markerville have known Della for 
years but our Society became more aware of her 
talents back in the 1990's when she worked at 
Stephansson House for twelve years as 
manager, interpreter, historian, event planner 
and whatever all the things one does at a 
provincial museum. She became very 

knowledgeable and passionate about Icelandic 
history, traditions and culture. While on staff 
there, she helped promote both their museum 
and our Creamery Museum happenings and then 
later, she served as our Society's Newsletter 
editor for over twelve years. 
 
 

Della is also a dedicated church and community 
volunteer. She has been chairperson to promote 
and organize Vacation Bible School for several 
years; she also was a lead person committed to 
and completing the church's History Book. Della 
has been and continues to coordinate volunteers 
for a weekly reading program at Spruce View 
School. Meanwhile, when our neighbouring Craig 
community has an event such as turkey supper, 
wedding shower, Christmas program, etc. Della 
can be counted on to help. But that's not all, she 
is a devoted grandmother to 38 grandchildren 
and 4 great grandchildren and many of them 
came on June 17th to share in her honour. 
 

We thank Della for all the ways she has served 
our Icelandic Society and our community, and we 
trust she will feel rewarded and blessed as 
Fjallkona in this special year of historical 
significance for Canada's 150th Birthday. 
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jam-packed day of 

fun and laughter 

We had another very successful Cream Day this 

year. Show N’ Shine was combined with the 

Cream Day activities to create a jam-packed day 

of fun and laughter. Everyone enjoyed having 

the beautiful classic cars here and it added a lit-

tle something special to the day. 

We had many new visitors to the Creamery, in a 

guest survey of 31 people an amazing 21 had 

never visited the hamlet before! We had lots of 

new activities as well, there was a dunk tank 

which was fun for all, blacksmithing demonstra-

tions by Markerville’s very own Doug Taylor of 

BrenX Artistic Blacksmithing, Mr. Chris livened 

the day with his hilarious clown show and Cole 

Martin brightened our stage with his beautiful 

covers of some amazing country songs. There 

were also Larry and Gary that dazzled guests 

with their musical talents, Cream Separating, a 

delicious BBQ, Balloon animals and Vendors to 

name a few of the attractions. 

We’d like to send a huge thank you out to all of 

the volunteers that made this day possible and 

to Rick Johannson, who made the Show N’ Shine 

a huge success. Without the wonderful volun-

teers we have, we wouldn’t be able to make 

events like Cream Day happen. If you would like 

to lend a hand to keep events in Markerville 

alive and thriving please contact our managers.                                                             

Submitted by Kayli Henrikson 

Another season has passed us by and as I 

reflect back, since our Spring 

Newsletter, there was not a month that 

went by without something happening 

within the realm of this Society.  All of 

our facilities have been busy with our 

special events, school programs, tours 

and luncheons, International visitors, 

and so on.  In and amongst the exciting 

fun things there has been much work 

that has been going on, some of which 

has been totally done by our intrepid 

volunteers.   

 

The Tindastoll Cemetery has had a 

complete facelift thanks to Shirley 

Hillman and her crew, the Church has 

been repainted on the outside by Phillip 

Johannson Painting, Fensala Hall has had  

most of the outside painted thanks to 

the Bowden Work Crew, the Creamery 

has had some small projects done 

during their busy season. To top it off, 

the Society has purchased, with the 

assistance of the Red Deer County, the 

old “Butter Maker House” across from 

the Creamery.  It has been a whirlwind 

for sure.  Your Board, your committees, 

and you…our volunteers have been 

working continuously behind the scenes 

to uphold the mission and vision of the 

founding members of the Stephan G. 

Stephannson Icelandic Society.   

 

I will leave you to view this newsletter 

and take in some of the details of the 

summer season. As one season ends 

another starts and this society keeps 

trudging along. Thank you for your 

membership and encouragement given 

through your donation of time, money, 

and support. 



We were very fortunate to host five 

Icelanders this summer during their 

Snorri West program, Sandra, Egill, 

Marta, Guðmundur and Lína. While they 

were here they attended the Daines 

Rodeo, kayaked down the Medicine 

river, visited Stephansson House, went 

to Torrington’s Gopher Hole Museum, 

marvelled at the dinosaurs at Royal 

Tyrell and that’s just a few things they 

did! We kept them very busy and we 

have heard from them that Markerville 

was one of their favorite places they 

stayed on their journey. We hope to 

see many more Snorri participants in 

the coming years. 

SNORRI WEST IN MARKERVILLE 

Cook Family 

Scholarship Winner 
Submitted by Marilyn Mann    

It is with great pleasure that the Scholarship selec-
tion committee of the Cook Family Scholarship an-
nounces the winner of their annual scholarship. 
Jordyn Burgar of Sylvan Lake, a recent graduate of 
École Secondaire Notre Dame High School of Red 
Deer, submitted the winning essay, entitled Devotion 
to Community. Many essays have been penned by 
applicants for this scholarship since its’ inception in 
2009, but Jordyn’s essay shone in her discussion of 
the value of belonging to strong community. In the 
case of the Markerville Community, she built a con-
vincing argument for the value of the Icelandic set-
tlers who laid out a strong foundation on which the 
current community still sits.  
 

Jordyn wrote of the need for the original settlers to 
build a community in which the members could count 
on each other for support and survival. Indeed, the 
level of support within the Markerville community is 
still strongly evident today as the Stephan G. Steph-
ansson Society continues to grow, flourish and cre-
ate awareness of Icelandic culture in Central Alber-
ta.  

 
 

Jordyn is the daughter of Kerry and Petrea Burgar of 
Sylvan Lake and granddaughter to Gerald and Mar-
gie Miller.  She manages to maintain a strong aca-
demic standing while avidly playing hockey, and is 
looking forward to playing with the Red Deer College  
Queens this year.  During the summer months, 
Jordyn enjoys ball hockey, boating and wake surfing.  
 

Supported by Barry and Vivian Cook and adminis-
tered by the Stephan G. Stepansson Icelandic Socie-
ty, the eligibility criteria of the scholarship was ex-
panded in the 2014-15 school year to include children 
of SGSIS members who are graduating from Grade 
12, whether attending Spruce View School or schools 
elsewhere. Students graduating from Grade 12  
who are enrolled at a publicly funded post secondary 
institution in a full time degree or diploma program of 
at least two years in length are eligible to apply. The 
essay must focus on one of two themes: 1) the past 
or current contribution of Markerville’s Icelandic herit-
age to Markerville and its neighbouring communities 
or 2) the current contribution of the Stephan G. 
Stephansson Icelandic Society to the Hamlet of 
Markerville.  
 

Best wishes to Jordyn as she pursues a Bachelor 

of Kinesiology at Red Deer College with the add-

ed assistance of the $1500 Cook Family Scholar-

ship.  



The purchase of the Buttermaker House just 

makes sense! Its’ historic significance to our com-

munity is a “no brainer”. The small house was built 

by Dan Morkeberg in 1913 as a home for the then 

Buttermaker, William Jackson. Many of our com-

munity builders have ties to the house and the 

home holds so many stories about its past resi-

dents! We would like to extend our appreciation 

to Judy Winn for getting the ball rolling! Judy of-

fered her charming home to the Society with the 

hopes this piece of history would be preserved 

for future generations. Red Deer County stepped 

up to the plate. We appreciate how the County 

Council saw the value in the preservation of histo-

ry and found that our Society should be the ones 

to see it through. Are we crazy?! Maybe, but one 

sure thing is the possibilities of this acquisition 

are endless! We have thrown out ideas; an exten-

sion to the Creamery Museum with videos of oral 

histories, a staging area for brides, an interpre-

tive school program or perhaps offices for staff. 

The large yard could play host to events, family 

reunions and weddings. The possibilities are end-

less! In the coming future, we will be applying for 

Alberta Provincial and Municipal Historic Designa-

tions. This will allow the Society to access funds 

to assist with the restoration. Donations are al-

ways appreciated! We will be looking for your sto-

ries and if you would like to be an active member 

of our Buttermaker House committee, please let 

us know.  

ARE YOU EXCITED? We are!!!!! 

Beautiful sunset showing off our 

new sign.  

Have you seen it? On the corner 

of 781 and Township Rd. 370 



CELEBRATING ICELANDIC 

INDEPENDENCE IN MARKERVILLE 
 

By Donna Nelson 

June 17, 2017, a beautiful sunny day, a huge crowd gathered and the park at Markerville was “rocking” 

with children's races and Sons of Fenrir joining in to add to the fun. The Viking re-enactment of ancient 

Norsemen brought on excitement and cheering. Ice cream cones were served and everyone headed to 

Fensala Hall for the indoor program and celebration of Icelandic Independence Day. 
 

Following introductions and the national anthems of Canada and Iceland, outgoing Fjallkona, Marg 

Finnson, Calgary, crowned Della Branson of Markerville. Her princesses were Diana Kure and Naomi Kure. 

Musical selections were presented by the Kure Family and Soli Sigurdson. Five “Snorri” young people 

visiting Alberta, added an extra flavour of Iceland to the day.  
 

As always, the day was completed with an amazing potluck supper. Thanks to all the folks who came 

from Leif Eiriksson Icelandic Club, Icelandic Canadian Club of Edmonton and our local Stephan G 

Stephansson Icelandic Club. It was a grand day. 

SGSIS was well represented this year at the annual Canada parade in Spruce View. D’ Arcy Gamble 

and Clarence Jobs celebrate Canada 150 representing  David Thompson and his wife Charlotte Small 

as they canoe down Hwy 54. Fjallkona Della Branson and princess  followed by our Cream Truck 

14th 

Annual 

Viking 

Cup  

THANK YOU 

SPONSORS!!!!!! 



IN SUPPORT OF  

HISTORIC MARKERVILLE 

A project of the S.G.S.I.S 

Once upon a time there was a group of 

people with an idea: to host a local food 

festival in a tiny rural community where 

historic buildings were lovingly preserved.  

Food lovers would browse market booths 

laden with local products and sample 

appetizers paired with craft beer and 

Okanagan wine.  Chefs would conjure a 

magnificent multi-course meal to be served 

in a stunning outdoor setting to one 

hundred lucky guests.  And the produce 

would be freshly picked and flavourful, the 

trees verdant green, the flowers vibrant 

and fresh, and the sun would blaze down 

on the spectacular gathering. 

 

And so it was for the fifth annual Taste of 

Markerville on July 29.  With the vision and 

energy of our three chefs Matt Burton, 

Derek Layden and Lydia Neergaard, the 

generous support of presenting partners 

ATB and Red Deer County and many other 

sponsors, contributions from 24 supplier 

farms and food processors and the 

dedicated effort of 103- 103!- volunteers 

we presented an absolutely stellar event 

that did Historic Markerville proud. 
 

Thank you to all who worked so hard to 

make this showcase event a success.  Mark 

your calendars now and plan to be part of 

Taste of Markerville 2018 on July 28. 
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The chef team L-R Lydia Neergard, 

Matt Burton and Derek Layden 

 

Aerial view of the long table, main 

street Markerville 

 



CONCERT SERIES RETURNS TO FENSALA HALL         
Friday @ Fensala Presents Bill Bourne September 29, 2017.  We 

are proud to present Bill Bourne, an internationally acclaimed and 

multiple Juno Award winning singer-song writer to open the 2017-

2018 Concert Series.  Bill has a special connection to Markerville, 

and our Society in particular, as he is the Great Grandson of 

Stephan G. Stephansson, the renowned "Poet of the Rocky 

Mountains" after whom our Society is named. That poetic ability 

has passed down through the generations. Please join us for a 

night of soulful melodies and powerful rhythms played in various 

styles including Blues, Cajun, Celtic and Folk to name a few. Bill’s 

love of music, nature and community make him a perfect fit for 

Historic Fensala Hall. 

"Bourne flows with this almost indescribable soul infused with a 

lonesome strain of blues…This man was put on this earth to play 

music." 

Jon Colcord - Crossroads Magazine 

Opening for Bill is 'Father Daughter Dance', a duo from Red Deer that consists of Kaylee 

Rose and her Dad, Dave Grobe. Together they bring a fun, light and relaxed atmosphere 

filled with sounds from old time rock and roll, folk, soul, blues and 

even a little country. It's always a good wholesome time with 

'Father Daughter Dance.' 

Tickets are available online at    historicmarkerville.com 

Or call Marlene @ 403-728-0153 

 

Coming up We are pleased to announce that the T. Buckley Trio 

from Calgary will be performing here on Friday, November 24, 2017. 

“The T. Buckley Trio is the tremendous talent to see...as their 

country, folk and rock and roll mix has been raising a lot of 

eyebrows on the roots scene lately.” - Avenue Magazine Check them out at 

www.tbuckley.ca. Mark your calendars January 27, 2018 for a fun filled evening with Alex 

Vissia of Edmonton ( www.vissiamusic.com) and Megan Nash from Saskatchewan (https://

youtu.be/fUmqnofSrC4). "Those of you who are fans of Alabama Shakes or just good old 

rock ’n’ roll from a powerful female songwriter, might very well come to love Vissia… an 

old soul who bleeds blues. " - Artist Direct "Singer Songwriter Megan Nash makes the kind of 

music that will shake the foundations of your heart" - Greyowl Point May 6, 2018 Russell 

Thornberry will be performing in the Historic Markerville Lutheran Church. Russell's musical 

history goes all the way back to the coffee house folk music era of the 1960s when he 

began his career. His music and stories are pure family fun with something to entertain all 

ages. Thank you all who come out to support this fundraising initiative. Thank you to our 

sponsors: Red Deer County Division 5 Recreation & Culture Board Thank you to Andy & Laura 

Jeans and Jeans Off House Concerts for helping us get the word out. Thank you to 

everyone who works hard to make this an enjoyable and successful fund raising activity. All 

proceeds from the Concert Series are used to support the ongoing operating costs of our 

four historic sites. Submitted by: Marlene Linneberg  

http://historicmarkerville.com


                                      ICELANDIC   GOVERNMENT   SCHOLARSHIPS 

                    for   the  academic  year  2018 – 2019 

 

                         Scholarships in Icelandic as a second language available from 

                              The Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture 

 
 

The Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture annually awards a number of scholarships for studies in Icelandic as a second language at the 

University of Iceland, Reykjavik.  The scholarship program is administrated  
by the Árni Magnússon Institute for Icelandic Studies.  Approximately 15 scholarships are available for the period 

from September 1st 2018 to April 30th 2019. 

 

The scholarships are intended for students of modern Icelandic.  Students must have completed at least one year of University study.  Students must 

also have prior knowledge of Icelandic according to the requirements for BA study in Icelandic as a second language (Icelandic knowledge on the 

level with the courses Icelandic Online 1 and 2).    

Preference will, as a rule, be given to a candidate under 35 years of age. 

 

Icelandic as a second language is comprised of both theoretical and practical fields of study.  On the one hand it is a 
language course, where students are trained in speaking, reading and writing modern Icelandic.  On the other hand it  

delves into the more academic aspects of the Icelandic language, literature and history of Iceland. 

 

Subjects covered include morphology, syntax and phonetics of modern Icelandic.  Students read both old and modern literature and learn about the 
history of Iceland from settlement to modern times.  Additionally, students are introduced to translation. 

 

H O W    TO    A P P L Y 

 

CANADIAN  STUDENTS:  Submit application to:  Icelandic National League (INLNA),  103 – 94 1st Avenue,     

          Gimli, Manitoba  R0C 1B1    on or before November 16, 2017 

Details and application form available from INLNA Website:   www.inlofna.org  (Scholarships – Iceland, Ministry of Education) 

Happenings around Markerville 

Left: Philip 

Johannson 

painting the 

church 

 

Right: 

Kathleen 

Raines and 

volunteer 

crew serving 

at  a golden 

wedding 

dinner  

 

 

 

Left: New 

gate built by 

Doug Taylor 

Right: 

Shirley 

Hillman with 

new 

Tindastoll 

cemetery 

gate.  

http://www.inlofna.org


 

Manager’s 

Message 
Brooke Henrikson 

 

Oh, Mother Nature! We ordered a long, 

hot summer & you provided it! You did 

manage to show how mighty you can 

be by blowing into Canada Day & Cream 

Day at 4 pm to end the festivities; but 

Taste of Markerville, oh, what a beautiful 

night you graced us with!  

This summer we welcomed Keiran 

Swayn, Avery Donald and Samantha 

Bennett to the Creamery staff team 

along with Lakeisha Robertson who 

returned for another fun-filled season.  

We would like to extend our 

appreciation to Canada Summer Jobs, 

Young Canada Works and the Summer 

Temporary Employment Program (STEP) 

for their support in funding these 

positions this summer. This was Kayli’s 

first summer as Operations Manager. 

She kept the Kaffistofa running like a 

well-oiled wheel, providing 5-star 

customer service, engaging our social 

media friends and introducing new 

Manager’s Specials. The Creamery staff 

were kept busy scooping ice cream, 

serving lunches & presenting tours. May 

& June were extremely busy with school 

programs followed by July and August, 

the tourist and wedding season. We 

welcomed 329 tour luncheon guests 

including 141 guests from Iceland. We 

had four big events, Icelandic Picnic, 

Canada Day, Taste of Markerville, Cream 

Day & Show ‘n Shine, which were very 

successful. Planning has begun for 2018 

but we still have a ton of events before 

we reach the new year.  

Mark your calendars for the Friday at 

Fensala concert series, Christmas in 

Markerville & Cookie Walk, the annual 

Christmas Eve Service in the Church, and 

the Christmas Social and New Year’s Eve 

in Fensala Hall.  

We hope to see you at some of these 

upcoming events. More information can 

be found on our website and Facebook 

page.  

 

 

 

 

March 

24, 2018, the 

return of Braden 

Gates. Braden is a 

Fiddle player, 

Guitar picker and 

Storyteller 

extraordinaire— 

see you there! 
2017 Viking Cup Champions AJ Johannson , Ike Jo-

hannson,  Sharon Johannson and Randy Nicholson.  
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Icelanders watch more movies than any other nation. 

Iceland is home to one of the world’s oldest democracies; established in 930. 

In Iceland owning a pet snake, lizard or turtle is against the law. 

The country’s national sport is handball. 

Iceland does not have an army, navy or air force. 

Mosquitoes do not exist in Iceland. 

The Icelandic police don’t carry guns. Crime in Iceland is very low and violent crime is practically nonexistent. 

Per capita Iceland has the highest number of book and magazine publications and 10% of the country’s population will publish a book in 

their lifetimes. 

Icelandic telephone directories list Icelanders by first name alphabetically. 

In 2010, 97.6% of Icelandic population had Internet connection. 

Raw puffin heart is considered a delicacy. 

Iceland’s revenue from whale watching exceeds any income from whaling. 

Usually a temperate country, not too hot or cold, the highest temperature recorded was 30.5 °C (86.9 °F) at the Eastern fjords in 1939. 

Iceland had the first democratically elected female and openly gay Prime Ministers. 

Consumption of Coca–Cola per capita is higher than in any other country. 

But there aren’t any McDonald’s Restaurants anywhere in Iceland. 

In 2010 Iceland banned strip clubs. 

Roughly 85 percent of Iceland’s energy is from renewable resources, and well over half of that is geothermal alone. 

Icelandic horses display two additional gaits as compared to all other breeds. 

First names not previously used in Iceland must be approved by the Icelandic Naming Committee. 

Iceland was one of the last places on earth to be settled by humans. 

A majority of Icelanders believe in elves. 

At about 39,000 square miles, Iceland is small – close to the size of Ohio. 

There is a volcanic eruption every 4 years on average. 

There are no forests in Iceland. 

Beer remained illegal in Iceland until 1989. 

At 43.5 hours per week, they have the longest work week in Europe. 

The Icelandic language remains unchanged from ancient Norse. That means 1,000-year-old texts are still easily read. 

Babies in Iceland are routinely left outside to nap. 

There are no surnames or family names in Iceland – Icelanders use the traditional Nordic naming system, which includes a last name that is 

comprised from their father’s (or mother’s) first name with the addition of -dóttir (-daughter) or -son. 

60% of the Icelandic population lives in Reykjavík. 

https://landlopers.com/2015/06/21/facts-about-iceland 

31 weird 

facts about 

Iceland that 

will amaze 

you 


