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Historic Markerville Read on for more 
information about: 

October 18 SGSIS  
45th Anniversary Bash 

 
November 8 -10 

Christmas in Markerville  
& Cookie Walk 

 
2019—2020 Concert Series 

at Fensala Hall 
 

Cream Day   
and Show & Shine 

 
Taste of Markerville 

 
Cook Scholarship 

 
Did You Know . . .  

that while the Creamery 
Museum may be closed for 

the season the programs 
and work of the Society 
continue year round? 

celebrates our outstanding volunteers 

September 2 saw the close of another summer season for the 
Creamery Museum.  The SGSIS Board took the opportunity to say 
thank you to our many dedicated volunteers for all they do 
throughout the summer to help keep our events alive and exciting.  A 
little fun is always happening in Markerville and the volunteers 
arrived in some crazy tacky tourist garb to say farewell to the staff 
and reminisce about the summer season.  There was a great turnout 
of long time volunteers as well as fresh new volunteers to enjoy BBQ 
burgers, salads, and cake with ice cream.  Our success is dependent 

on our awesome volunteers and is much appreciated…  
 
 

 

Fall 2019 Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society 
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Our Tackiest Tourists  

The big news is that the board has decided to place the Buttermaker house 
on a full basement to maximize the potential use of the building. Now the 
fund raising will begin in earnest. 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped and continues to help Historic 
Markerville and wishing everyone an enjoyable fall. 

Manager’s Message—Brooke 

President’s Message —Tom 
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Did summer arrive in 2019? For brief moments!  Nevertheless, the Creamery 
Museum and Kaffistofa opened just in time for Mother’s Day and to greet 
1200 students. Lots of locals gathered to enjoy their long-awaited favourite ice 
cream cone and food item from our delicious menu. Summer was underway 
no matter what the weather would send us. 

The Creamery’s big event of the summer, Cream Day & Show ‘n Shine, took 
place under cloudy skies but was fun and well attended. We offered a new/old 
event, a pie eating contest; 8 contestants used a stir stick as a utensil. A very 
fun and messy event is now an annual event! Our entertainment was spectacu-
lar with Mr. Chris, who engaged and entertained the crowd with his funny  
antics. Cole Martin, doing what he does best, sang cover country and rock 
songs. Markerville loves these two entertainers!  

Our volunteers are the best! I can never say it enough, thank you to our 
amazing volunteers who tirelessly give and give. When talking with other    
institutions who struggle with finding and retaining volunteers, I smile        
because I am so proud of our wonderful volunteers, this community and their 
never-ending support! 

Our staff, Shelby, Lakeisha, Sloane, Liza, Mya & Myah (yes, 2 Myas) were a 
great team. They worked so well together, you would have thought they had 
been workmates for years. Thank you to Young Canada Works, Canada     
Summer Jobs and the Summer Temporary Employment Program (STEP) for 
their support in making these six positions possible. 

During the summer, we were successful in our bid for a Young Canada Works 
internship. Leah Johns from Sylvan Lake will begin her internship as            
Assistant Manager on October 15th and will be with us until March 31st. I’m 
excited to mentor Leah and looking forward to the extra pair of hands to  
manage the Society’s historic sites and collections. Leah brings museum      
experience through her work at the Dickson Store Museum and Red Deer  
Museum & Art Gallery. Thanks to the Canadian Museum Association through 
the Young Canada Works program for this opportunity! 

Christmas in Markerville and Cookie Walk plans are well underway.  Again 
this year, we will have handcrafted gifts made by local vendors so there will be 
something unique for all those on your Christmas list. The Christmas quilt   
display was such a big hit last year, we decided to repeat it. Of course, home-
made cookies are the highlight of the Cookie Walk. Thanks, in advance for 
your yummy contributions! 

Lori and Doug Taylor,     

Irene and Clarence Jobs and 

Jaye and Greg Hillman 
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Calling All 
Bakers 

Start your ovens—             
it’s Cookie Walk time! 

The designated cookie 
“delivery day” is              
November 2 from     
10 AM—2 PM; cookies 
can also be dropped off  
daily during morning      
coffee.  

Please label your container 
with your name, type and 
number of cookies.  Cookie 
Walkers most often choose 
decorated, shortbread and 
ginger cookies but all types 
of cookies are appreciated.  

If you are able to work a 
shift in the Cookie Walk 
contact Johanna at          
403-755-6356. 

 

Did You Know . . . ? 

The Cookie Walk is       
20 years old!   

The Cookie Walk was      
initiated in 1999 to support 

Fensala Hall restoration.   
Over 20 years the Cookie 

Walk has generated in    
excess of $70,ooo to       

support the facilities and 
programs of Historic  

Markerville.  The 2018 
Cookie Walk raised 

$5404.20.  The proceeds 
from this year’s Cookie 

Walk will be designated to 
the Society General Fund. 

 

http://www.historicmarkerville.com/


 

Historicmarkerville.com         

 
 
 
 

Fridays at Fensala 
A Musical Tradition 
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This fall and winter marks the fourth season of the Fensala Concert 
Series. Our season opened on Friday, 
September 13 with enchanting jazz 
renditions by Sarah Hiltz, a talented 
singer/songwriter/musician from 
Toronto. Sarah entertained the 
audience with songs and stories often 
pulled from her multiple journeys 
across Canada as a travelling 
musician on Via Rail’s passenger 
train “The Canadian”.  

Opening for Sarah was Cole Martin, a 
young country singer from 
Innisfail who entertains 
regularly at events in the 
area.  Cole loves traditional 
country music and in addition to his 
own songs, he delivers a fine rendition of 
songs by Johnny Cash, George Jones, 
Brooks and Dunn and more.   As always, 
volunteers provided delicious home 
made dessert at intermission 
and of course, the coffee is always on.  

The season will continue on Friday, November 15 with Sean Burns and 
the Windy City Band, a country music group from Winnipeg. Sean's music 
will resonate with fans of Canadiana, Americana, Folk, Country and Blues 
alike.  

On January 18, 2020 Fridays at Fensala will celebrate on Saturday 
with Edmonton based vocal group 6 Minute Warning. The group consists 
of six members with extensive backgrounds in rock, pop, jazz, classical, 
and choral music.  

The final show of the season features Allan and Arnell on Friday, March 
13, 2020. This duo from southern Alberta perform in a variety of musical 
styles: country, bluegrass-lite, folk, roots and a growing collection of 
original tunes. 

Performers playing Fensala Hall for the first time comment on how they 
enjoy performing in Fensala with its excellent acoustics, a cozy setting 
that makes it easy to feel connected to their audience, and an audience 
that has come to listen.  Fensala will be humming this season.  

Check out historicmarkerville.com for more details on show times 
and ticket prices.  

This fundraising activity is made possible with the financial support of 
Red Deer County Division 5 Recreation & Culture Board and the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts.   

 

Summer 
Concerts at  
Markerville 

Church 

Doll Sisters                   

July 25 

Vissia 

 August 25 
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Grade twelve students from Spruce View School,  or  SGSIS members’ children who attend another 
school,  are  strongly encouraged to apply for the Cook Family Scholarship. This scholarship, 
administered by the SGSIS and funded by Spruce View School alumnus Barry Cook,  is intended to 
financially support post-secondary education. Students who graduate from Grade 12  in 2020 must 
be enrolled in the fall of 2020 at a publicly funded post-secondary institution. 
 
The  $1500 Scholarship is awarded on the basis of the applicant’s scholastic attainment and 
the development and submission of an essay of up to 1,500 words in length.  The essay must focus 
on the theme of the past and/or current contribution of Markerville’s Icelandic heritage to 
Markerville and its neighbouring communities. If there are two equally deserving applicants in a 
year,  two scholarships of $750 will be paid. 
 
This substantial scholarship is adjudicated by the Cook Family Scholarship Committee. The 
Committee looks at high school transcripts, letters of recommendation  and the quality of the essay. 
It is expected that the essay  be thoughtful and well researched, accurate, that it flows, has been 
proof read and is free of spelling errors and improper grammar. 
 
Although the essay will not be due until June, 2020 potential applicants are asked to start 
considering and researching their essays early. Students who are interested in applying should 
contact the Spruce View School (403-728-3459) or SGSIS representative d’Arcy Gamble             
(403-728-3340).  A committee member will visit the Spruce View School in the spring of 2020 as a 
reminder, but students are encouraged to begin thinking about it as soon as possible. 
 
The Cook Family Scholarship was not awarded in 2019. 

 
 

5 

 

Cook Family Scholarship 

The final few tickets for our fundraising raffle were sold and the draw was made on Creamery closing 
day September 2.   Net revenue from the raffle was $3,293.75.  A big thank you to Galen Torkelson 
from Classic Barns in Spruce View for building the shed and dog house at 
half the cost for the society.  The proceeds from the raffle will go towards 
general operations and the restoration project.  
 
John McKechnie with the help of our most senior volunteer, Frank          
Sigurdson, drew the winners: 

 
3rd Prize ($100.00) - Shirley Hillman 
2nd Prize (Doghouse) - Dave          
Patterson (shown accepting his prize 
with raffle coordinator John  
McKechnie) 
1st Prize (Shed/Playhouse) -  
Denise Froehlich  
 
The shed was donated back to the  
Society and will be auctioned off at our 45th Anniversary Bash 
on October 18 at Fensala Hall. So if you really wanted that  
beautiful shed/playhouse make sure you get your tickets to the 
Bash! 

Raffle Winners Announced 

http://www.historicmarkerville.com/
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Keeping Traditions 
Alive  

Making butter and ice 
cream, separating cream 

and lots of good old 
fashioned family fun! 

Cream Day and Show ’n Shine 
August 11, 2019 

Despite misty weather Cream Day 2019 welcomed hundreds of 
visitors and 27 Show ’n Shine entries rolled in to line the streets 
around the Creamery Museum.  Home made pies, hamburgers, 
hotdogs and of course ice cream together with free coffee, all 
standard fare for Cream Day, nourished guests.  The traditional 
demonstrations of milk separating, butter and ice cream making 
were interesting and fun for those who took a turn.  

Entertainment was provided by Cole Martin and Mister Chris the 
Clown.  A pie eating contest, won by Markerville local Trevor 
Brenna, was a hit with the audience. 
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Above: pie eating contest.  Winner  
Trevor Brenna is third from left 

Left: Mister Chris the Clown 

Below: Show ‘n Shine entries 

http://www.historicmarkerville.com/


 

Historicmarkerville.com         

Thanks to outstanding support from our 
 sponsors, volunteers and guests        
the seventh annual Taste of Markerville was another resounding 
success.  As usual the weather created an impact with a dramatic 
windstorm in the early afternoon clearing just in time for ‘Appy Hour, 
and resulting in the Long Table being served indoors.  Creamery staff 
created a feature luncheon that echoed the fresh * tasty * local theme 
of the event.  The Long Table menu took 124 guests 
“Around the World” with six courses. 
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Taste of Markerville   
July 27, 2019 

Did You Know . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
Taste of Markerville is a 
collaborative culinary tourism 
project of the SGSIS designed to: 
 showcase local farmers, chefs 

and processors and their 
products  

 welcome new visitors and 
prospective customers to 
Historic Markerville 

 promote tourism in west Red 
Deer County 

 capitalize on the growing 
interest in sustainable food 
production and consumption 

 generate funds to support the 
ongoing operation of Historic 
Markerville’s facilities and 
programs. 

Thank you to our partners 

Above: Long Table chefs  

Susan Entz, Jenna 

Schmidek, Hannah          

Hendrickson, Elycia Ross, 

Nan Dell                              

Left: Lize and Shelby with 

feature lunch selections 
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Newsletter Acknowledgements 

 

Editing:            
Bernice Andersen, Donna Nelson 

Contributors:                                
Bernice Andersen, d’Arcy Gamble, 
Brooke Henrikson, Marlene 
Linneberg, Marilyn Mann,  
Kathleen Raines, Tom Sveinson 

 

Compilation: Kathleen Raines   

 

Distribution:     
Bonnie  and Wanda Olson 

• Historic Markerville Creamery Museum 

• Fensala Hall 

• Tindastoll Cemetery 

• Markerville Church 

• the Buttermaker House and 

• Iðunn Icelandic Library in support of our mission: 

 

Honouring the legacy of Markerville’s Icelandic pioneers    
in building a vibrant rural community and                  

enriching the cultural tapestry of Alberta and Canada. 

SGSIS owns and operates Historic Markerville 

 
 
November 8—10 Christmas in Markerville 
 
November 15  Fridays at Fensala presents  
   Sean Burns and the Windy City Band 
 
December 12  Christmas Social at Fensala Hall 
 
December 24  Christmas Eve Service at Markerville Church 
 
January 18  6 Minute Warning in concert at Fensala Hall 
 
February 12  Woman at War, an INLNA film presentation 
   at Fensala Hall 
 
February – TBA SGSIS Annual General Meeting 
 
March 13  Fridays at Fensala presents Allen and Arnell 
 

Join us on the last Sunday of every month for  
Community Potluck Suppers at Fensala Hall 

 
 

For more information and times, please visit 
historicmarkerville.com 

 

Contact us at: 

E:   admin@historicmarkerville.com 

P:    403 728 3006 / 877 728 3007 

M:    114 Creamery Way, Markerville  
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