
Historic Markerville Upcoming Events 

Danny Ford at Fensala 
A Tribute to George Jones 

Friday September 21 
 

Murder in Markerville 
Friday October 26 

 

Christmas in Markerville 
& Cookie Walk 
November 2 thru 4 

Community Potluck Dinners 

• Last Sunday of the month 

• September—Harvest Dishes 
*turkey provided 

• October Theme—
Oktoberfest 

• November Theme—Ribs 

• January Theme—Chinese  

• February Theme—Waffles 
*Bring the toppings 

Cook Family 
Scholarship Presented 
to Kristen Budvarson 

It was with great pleasure that d’Arcy Gamble, SGSIS Director, announced the 
recipient of the 2018 Cook Family Scholarship on stage at Cream Day. Awarded 
annually to a qualifying student, the Cook Family Scholarship selection committee 
chooses the winner based on an essay & the student’s academic standing. The essay 
is to expand on the value of Markerville or the Society to Icelandic culture. The 
winner must be a child of a current member of SGSIS, a grade 12 graduate & enrolled 
in a publicly funded institution in a full-time degree or diploma program of at least 
two years in length. Barry & Vivian Cook of Vancouver have consistently supported 
this scholarship since 2009. 
 
“Icelandic history in Canada & specifically in Central Alberta is a proud & fascinating 
one. It is not based on legends of Vikings but instead tales of brave settlers, 
community leaders & a transplanted culture steeped in hard work, collaboration & 
determination.” This years’ recipient wrote to explain the development of 
the Icelandic community, the closing of the Creamery & the subsequent formation of 
the Society which has gone on to preserve landmarks in Markerville.  She then 
explained her link to Markerville’s Icelandic community. 
 
Kristen Budvarson of Red Deer has strong connections to the Spruce View/
Markerville areas as her mother & father hail from the area. Proud Grandparents 
are Louise and Alfred Schatschneider and Bev and Barry Budvarson. Kristen 
remarked when being interviewed, that she feels great pride when at events in the 
community; being related to a great percentage of individuals.  She feels connection 
& personal pride in all that her Icelandic ancestors & relatives have accomplished. 
Kristen is indeed a fine example of values & bloodlines that have created a strong 
Icelandic presence in Markerville & surrounding districts.  
 
The daughter of Blair & Lori Budvarson & recent graduate of E cole Secondaire Notre 
Dame High School in Red Deer, Kristen is currently in the first year of a Bachelor of 
Science in Pre-Veterinary Medicine Degree at Red Deer College. 
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Kristen & Mom, Lori, volunteering at Cream Day 

Kristen receiving her scholarship from d’Arcy Gamble 

 
Volunteers Needed 

Another opportunity; the Cookie Walk committee is seeking 
new members to join & work with some of the most 
amazing volunteers we have! Of course, homemade cookies 
& coffee are served at the meetings...yum. 

Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society 



Did you know?? 

Markerville was established in 
1888 by Icelandic pioneers 
who migrated from North 
Dakota. Most of the pioneers 
landed in Canada in 1875 & 
began the 13 year long journey 
to make Markerville their 
home. 

In 1888, the pioneers named 
their new home Tindastoll; 
after a mountain in Iceland. 
Years later, the name was 
changed to Markerville as a 
thank you to Dr. Christian 
Peter Marker, the dairy 
commissioner who was 
instrumental in building the 
Creamery & bringing 
prosperity to the area. 

Historic Markerville is amazing!  Let’s shout it out! 

Our staff, Lakeisha, Cheyanne, Shelby & Kalika, worked hard to promote 
events & provide excellent service. Whether they wanted to or not, they 
became a part of the community & will always be welcome. 

That’s what Historic Markerville is. As part of our mission statement says 
“building a vibrant rural community”. From the smallest of visitors to biggest 
of donors, Historic Markerville feels like coming home. Many visitors have 
said how much they love this town & return with family & friends. 

I was speaking with a local today who is fairly new to our community. She was 
telling me how she had returned to her small hometown where the buildings 
were deteriorating & in need of TLC. She expressed her feelings of not 
wanting to return & commented on how beautiful Markerville was in 
comparison. I answered “That’s because of the Society & its good work over 
the years”. She was unaware of the accomplishments the Society has done 
since 1974. It makes me wonder why we don’t stand on the rooftops & shout 
it out.  

We struggle each year caring for our historic sites, providing management & 
the little extras that are needed to keep the sites beautiful. There are many 
small towns that are struggling yet our Society manages to keep everything 
running, preserve culture & history & engage our community. We are 
consistently working to better the Historic Markerville experience & it shows. 
Building sustainability is paramount to prevent us ending up as a ghost town.  

Sustainability is a huge challenge & one the Board of Directors deal with daily. 
Funding opportunities are dwindling & we need to focus on self-sustaining 
our ventures. You can help! We appreciate your support whether it’s 
volunteering, attending an event or donating financially.  Let’s keep 
Markerville as the vibrant community we all know & love. 

“Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re 
priceless.” – Sherry Anderson  

President’s Message—Tom Sveinson 

Manager’s Message—Brooke Henrikson 
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Another season at the Creamery is now complete. Thank you to Brooke, Kayli & the 
Creamery staff for helping us with another successful year. Historic Markerville remains 
one of Red Deer County’s favourite destinations.  
 
This summer we were honoured to host the President of the University of Iceland & his 
family for an afternoon luncheon. It was very interesting & enjoyable to talk with Jon & 
Stephanie about travelling to Iceland & his position at the university. The luncheon was 
enjoyed by all who were able to attend. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped plan, organize & attend another successful edition of 
Taste of Markerville. This year the event sold out in a matter of hours, with a long list of 
people wishing they’d have remembered to log in sooner for tickets. 
 
The summer was not without its challenges. Bridge construction just west of Hwy 781 
resulted in a road closure lasting from August 13 to 31. The road closure, combined with 
the current state of the economy, lead to a reduction in the number of visitors (and 
revenue) to Historic Markerville in August. Hopefully next year both will have enjoyed 
an upward shift. 
 
Remember to mark your calendars for the first weekend in November for the annual 
recurrence of the Cookie Walk & Christmas in Markerville. 
 
Once again, thank you again to everyone who makes Historic Markerville a favourite 
destination. Wishing everyone a good fall.  



Vonin 

Vonin, Icelandic Ladies Aid, 

gathered this summer for a 

photo shoot by Scarlett 

Puffer, photographer & 

granddaughter of member, 

Deanna Fisher. Vonin 

members are women 

interested in keeping 

Icelandic culture & 

traditions alive, many are 

descendants of the first 

pioneers.   

Vonin was formed in 1891 

in Calgary, 5 years later 

members moved north to 

establish more permanent 

homes.  They carried on in 

Markervilie.  Vonin was the 

driving force behind the 

establishment of both 

Fensala Hall & the 

Markerville Lutheran 

Church. They were a huge 

support to the early settlers 

providing help & 

encouragement when 

needed. Minutes from their 

regular meetings were 

taken in Icelandic until the 

1970’s.  

Today, Vonin welcomes 

anyone to help carry on the 

tradition of bringing 

Christmas gladdening’s to 

the elderly & help with 

Icelandic baking for the 

Kaffistofa.  

Our mothers, grandmothers 

& great-grandmothers 

would be proud. 

Kaffistofa 
This summer was fantastic for the Kaffistofa, there were some changes that 
added a new feel & increased our customer base. The addition of new lunch 
items was a hit & made us a destination for weekend lunches, we also added 
new branded products into the gift shop like our branded mugs and the 
Moorian stuffed animals which proved to be very popular souvenirs for 
visitors. 
 

The Pylsur is still our number one selling lunch item but the smoked salmon 
bagel & grilled wraps have become a very popular dish for visitors. The 
addition of our homemade Icelandic Sweet Mustard was extremely popular & 
was requested to be purchased by many people. Ice cream sales were 
wonderful as well, despite the erratic weather. The Icelandic desserts baked 
by Vonin continue to bring people from far & wide to enjoy a taste of Iceland 
& reminisce about their Amma’s baking they once enjoyed as a child. Our 
cone collector cards have become very popular with visitors & local residents 
(Who doesn’t love free ice cream?). We hope to make even more changes 
and upgrades next year. 
 
The Kaffistofa remains as a keystone to the operations & visitor attraction of 
Markerville & we continue to work hard to elevate the visitor experience  
that it brings. We are striving to keep the menu and décor of the kaffistofa 
relevant with the trends of the tourism industry. Markerville is a great 
success story in the rural Alberta museum community & we continue to grow 
our following within the community & abroad.  

 
A huge thank you goes out to all of our members that visited us this year, the 
volunteers that help with our food & to our amazing staff that always had a 
welcoming smile for each customer! We’ll see you next summer! 
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Vonin— (Front) Marie Chaumont, Ellen Ingolfsson, Marlene Linneberg, Dorothy Murray, 

Bernice Andersen, Iris Bourne (Back) Deanna Fisher, Marie Sveinson, Trudy Veldkamp, 

Donna Nelson 

(Missing) Enida Stewart, Bertha Thorlakson, Brooke Henrikson 



Women of Aspenland 

This year we transformed & 
updated the Women of 
Aspenland displays. 
 
We created vinyl banners 
that are able to be display 
outdoors  without being 
damaged by weather & are 
easily stored by rolling up & 
protected in cardboard or 
plastic tubes. 
 
We have kept the original 
foam board text boards & 
photos from the old panels.  
 
If any of the family 
members would like to 
retrieve the originals, 
please contact us.  
 
The new banners were 
exhibited on the wall of the 
ice house. We were 
extremely pleased to see 
how many of our 
community & visitors took 
the time to read each story.   
 
Who are our Aspenland 
women?: 
 
1. Marion Morkeberg 
2. Lilly Siefried 
3. Evelyn Johannson 
4. Phyllis Johannson 
5. M. Hazel Johannson 
6. Lily Johannson 
7. Halla Budvarson 
8. Annie Thompson 
9. Helga Stephansson 
10. Janet Lutz 
11. Halldora Thorlakson 
12. Anita Hansen 

Church Concerts 

Our annual Cream Day was combined with the Show ‘n Shine. There isn’t any-
thing better! 
 
Although the day was chilly, over 500 visitors attended & enjoyed beautiful 
vintage cars, live demonstrations & local musicians, hamlet walking tours, 
petting zoo, BBQ & pie with ice cream.  
 
A huge thank you to Rick, Rylee & Joyce Johannson for organizing the Show ‘n 
Shine & pies.  
 
Thank you to the many volunteers who gave their time to welcome visitors & 
provide the best Historic Markerville has to offer: community support. 
Proceeds from this event benefits the general operation of all the historic 
sites & staff.  

Summer time & the music was easy, 
ice cream followed at the Creamery 
shop,” Kaffistofa”.  
 
Two church concerts followed this 
format & were well received.  One 
hour of music & light-hearted stories 
by Russel Thornberry when he was 
on the stage May 6.  
 
On August 5, we were pleased to 
present Kaylee Rose and Dave 
Grobe. They filled the hour with 
sweet sounds & wonderful harmony.  
Concert goers were happy to stroll 
over to the Creamery Museum in the 
summer sunshine for an ice cream 
cone.  
 
By all accounts, it was a very nice 
way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 
Proceeds from these events benefit 
the ongoing maintenance & care of 
the Markerville Lutheran Church. 
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Kaylee Rose, Ben Stewart & Dave Grobe 

Christmas in Markerville & Cookie Walk 

Cream Day & Show ‘n Shine 

You’re not going to want to miss this so mark your calendars! 
Christmas in Markerville & Cookie Walk will be Friday November 2nd through 
Sunday November 4th. We’ve changed the hours so take note: 11:00 am till 
4:00 pm daily. 
 
This year, our vendors will offer 100% handmade! We have many of your 
favourites returning & a few new ones.  
 
We are looking for a group to provide lunch in the Creamery Parlour. If you 
are interested, please contact us at admin@historicmarkerville.com 
The Cookie Walk ladies will be putting out the call for homemade cookies 
shortly. Please help where you can. This year the proceeds from the cookie 
walk will benefit an upgrade to the seating area in the Kaffistofa & restoration 
of the Buttermaker’s House. 
 
Cookies will be collected at the Creamery on Saturday October 27th & 
Monday October 29th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Please remember not to 
pack them warm & make sure to pack them in cardboard or plastic boxes. We 
don’t want any broken cookies! 



The Buttermaker’s House receives Municipal Historic Resource Designation 

The big news for the Buttermakers 
House is that Red Deer County Council 
adopted first, second, & third readings to 
approve the Bylaw to designate the 
Buttermaker’s House as a Municipal 
Historic Resource, at the Council meeting 
on September 5, 2018.  
 
The Waiver of Compensation Agreement 
has been signed, & one copy will be 
returned to us for our records. This 
agreement will be registered by caveat 
on the land title along with the adopted 
bylaw. The Buttermaker’s House will be 
placed on the Alberta List of Historic 
Places. 
 
Now the real work begins. First we will 
receive information from the province 
concerning the shape & form the 
restoration must follow. For example 
what features must stay & which 
features can be altered. Then, we must 
determine how the restored building will 
be used. As a condition for supplying 
SGSIS with funds sufficient to purchase 
the Buttermaker’s house, the County 
stipulated that it must be open to the 
public. Therefore, we are in need of, & 
are greatly appreciative of suggestions of 
how this new property could best 
enhance Historic Markerville. 
 

Please forward your thoughtful 
suggestions to aid us in determining how 
the Buttermaker’s house could best 
serve the community. 
 
How can you help? 
 
Send your ideas for the public purpose of 
the house to 
admin@historicmarkerville.com by 
October 1, 2018. 
 
Here are some ideas that the committee 
has tossed around: 
1. Artist in Residence—this is a 

program where the house is rented 
for a period of time where an artist 
can create within a peaceful 
environment. 

2. Restore the interior & have it open 
to the public for viewing during the 
summer months. Enhance the 
experience with video interviews of 
our community. 

3. Rent it to an artist to display their 
creations for sale. 

 
We will be fundraising for the 
restoration with events like “Murder in 
Markerville” & some of the Cookie Walk 
proceeds. Please help out where you 
can. We appreciate your contributions & 
support! 
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Fensala Hall Concert Series 
2018 - 2019 Concert Series 
 
Markerville’s Fensala Hall is proud to present Songs and Stories: a Tribute to George 
Jones, featuring Danny Ford, on Friday, September 21, 2018. Doors open at 6:15.  
Show at 7:00.  Tickets $25.00 available on line at historicmarkerville.com or call 
Marlene @403-391-9475. 
 
Mark your calendars for the additional three shows for this season: 
 
Friday, November 16, 2018 
Douglas Brothers (Calgary) 
 https://www.facebook.com/The-Douglas-Brothers 
 
Friday, January 18, 2019 
The Middle Coast (Winnipeg) 
 http://www.themiddlecoast.ca/.  
 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 (tentative) 
6 Minute Warning (Edmonton) 
 https://www.6minutewarning.com/.https://
www.facebook.com/6MinuteWarning/ 
 
Here is what some of our concert goers have had to say….. 
"There is no way to improve Fensala Hall. Good acoustics, lighting, small and intimate 
setting, great snacks and friendly folk." Wayne & Connie Lynn 
 
"This is one of the hidden gems - thank you for all the work everyone has put into this 
series!"  Anita Brock 

Our newest project—The Buttermaker’s House 



Friday September 21 
A Tribute to George Jones featuring Danny Ford—Fensala Hall 

 
Friday October 26 

Murder in Markerville (Murder mystery dinner) - Fensala Hall 
 

Friday November 2—Sunday November 4 
Christmas in Markerville & Cookie Walk—All venues 

 
Friday November 16 

The Douglas Brothers—Fensala Hall 
 

Thursday December 6 
Community Social (Bring an appetizer) - Fensala Hall 

 
Monday December 24 

Christmas Eve Service—Markerville Lutheran Church 
 

Friday  January  18 
The Middle Coast—Fensala Hall 

 
 

For more information & times, please visit historicmarkerville.com 
 

Winter Events 

Luncheons 

This past season,  the Creamery 

staff & volunteers presented 

many luncheons for seniors, 

family reunions, the President of 

the University of Iceland  & other 

Icelandic visitors.  

These luncheons are extremely 

rewarding & benefit the general 

operations of the historic sites. 
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Membership to the Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society costs $25.00 per year or 

5 years for $100.00. It’s great way to show your support! 

A membership with the Society gives you: 

• 10% discount when renting the Fensala Hall or Markerville Church 

• 5% discount in the gift shop 

• 3 newsletters per year 

• An invitation to the Annual General Meeting in February 

 

Your continued support benefits the Society with their mission: 

Honouring the legacy of Markerville’s Icelandic pioneers in building a vibrant rural 

community & enriching the cultural tapestry of Alberta & Canada. 

Are you a member? 

Halldor Arnason presenting Icelandic gifts to Bernice Andersen. 

@historic.markerville.com 


