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YAY!! We’re open!
Yay!! We’re open!
We are excited to be up and running for
the 2017 summer season!
Welcome to our staff, Lakeisha Robertson,
Keiran Swayne, Avery Donald and Sam
Bennett.
Lakeisha is returning to us from last year
and will be beginning her last year
studying education at the University of
Lethbridge. Lakeisha has taken on the
challenging “Hola Teacher” position.
Keiran Swayne is new this year and will
return to his 5th year studying history at
University of Lethbridge with an intention
of a Masters in the future. Keiran will be
Lakeisha’s back up for “Hola Teacher” this
season.
Avery Donald is new and will return to
studying to be a Hospital Unit Clerk at Bow
Valley College. Avery will be an interpreter
in the museum.
Samantha Bennett is new and will be
returning to studying 3rd year of Computer
Sciences at the N.A.I.T. Sam will be an
interpreter in the museum.
Lastly, welcome to Kayli Henrikson who is
my right-hand man in the Co-Manager
position. Yes, it’s true! She is my daughter
and I very much look forward to sharing
this rewarding job with her!
Heritage Day interviews went very well!
Thank you to our elders for sharing their
stories with us! A project of this magnitude
cannot be done in a week so we will be
conducting interviews all year, either at
events, in the member’s home or in the
museum. We want your story!
Canada Day celebrations are being planned
with an emphasis on “Everyday Canadian”.

Mark your calendar and join us July 1 for a
BBQ, live entertainment and Canadian
activities.
Are you on our Facebook page (Historic
Markerville Creamery Museum)? We post all
upcoming events & tidbits throughout the
year. It gives you the chance to ‘be in the
know’ right away. During summer, we post
Manager specials being offered in the
Kaffistofa, photos during events & other
interesting facts. I hope you’ll join us!
We hope to see you all this summer and
make sure you sign our guest book using
our 1940’s typewriter. It brings back
memories!
Submitted by: Brooke Henrikson, Manager

L-R: Sam, Kayli, Avery, Keiran and Lakeisha

It’s Back-

Year Five!

We are busy planning the fifth annual Taste of Markerville for July 29, 2017. This event is designed to
showcase great local food, farmers and community and Historic Markerville’s hospitality and facilities. Mark
your calendar now and plan to be part of Historic Markerville’s biggest fund raiser celebrating great local food,
farmers and community by:




sharing the event- talk it up, visit and like the Taste of Markerville facebook page
join us as a volunteer as over 90 others did last year!
support our partners by shopping at their businesses, farmers’ market stalls and farm stores.

Taste of Markerville features four components:

noon – 4 PM
-Spruce View Farmers’ Market comes to Markerville- look for stalls set up at the Creamery, Fensala Hall
and the Church
-Country Fresh BBQ at the Creamery Museum

4 – 6 PM- ‘Appy Hour in the Creamery Courtyard featuring a heritage theme

6 PM- Long Table Dinner at Fensala Hall. Tickets are available online July 1.
For more information and to be part of the excitement call Kathleen at 403-728-3145 or email
tastemarkerville@gmail.com.
See you July 29!

THANK YOU!!!!
The Stephan G.
Stephansson
Icelandic
Society would
like to thank
Tim Kreil and
all the
volunteers who
helped with
the casino May
15th and 16th

Pancake Breakfast May 13th for Opening
of the Creamery and
the Summer Season.
Our second annual pancake breakfast was
held at the Fensala Hall to Kick Off our 2017
summer season at the Historic Creamery.
About 50 people joined the Board and staff
for pancakes, sausages, and fruit. This was
an opportunity to meet our new staff and
chat about the upcoming season. Thank
you to all who came out and supported
the society and we hope to have you join
us this summer for our exciting line up of
events we are offering this year.

Red Deer Heritage Recognition
The Red Deer Heritage Recognition Awards were held Friday, October 2, 2016.
These awards were established in 2002 by the Heritage Preservation Committee, an Advisory Committee to Red Deer
City Council. The awards recognize the outstanding efforts in heritage preservation, education and awareness within the city of Red Deer and Red Deer County.
The Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society was the recipient of the “Heritage, Advocacy, Education and Awareness” Award. The society was recognized for its leadership in heritage research, publications, programs, tours, interpretive projects, exhibits, and displays. It was a great honour to receive this award on behalf of all the members
and volunteers who work diligently for the many society events and programs that happen in Markerville.
Bernice Andersen was recognized and awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award for the significant contributions
she has made to upholding Icelandic heritage. Bernice’s passion for raising awareness in the preservation of the
history of the early Icelandic settlers in Markerville made her a worthy candidate for this award. Well done Bernice,
you are so deserving of this recognition.
In 2008 the Markerville Icelandic Library was recognized, as well as the Historic Markerville Lutheran Church Restoration project in 2013.
The society is thankful to the Heritage Preservation Committee, the City of Red Deer and Red Deer County for their
recognition of the efforts and accomplishments the society has worked at over the years to keep Markerville’s history alive and interesting .

Join us for our annual
Icelandic picnic June 17
12:00pm leisure grounds
3:00pm program Fensala Hall
5:00pm Potluck dinner
Fensala Hall

Birth announcement
Jill and Jeremy Blocksom
welcomed a baby girl,
Signe Elizabeth
April 13, 2017

Donna and Oliver Nelson, Dorothy and
Sandy Murray, Marlene Linneberg and
Bernice Andersen attended the 98th
annual conference of the INL of NA in
Grand Forks North Dakota May 4-7 2017

Cook Family Scholarship $1,500
For Spruce View School
Students or Children of
Members of SGSIS

While in North Dakota at the INL of NA
conference , Bernice met with an
American descendant also of her Great,
great, great Grandparents Emma and
Sveinn who will get their unmarked
graves in the Gardar cemetery,
recognized with a memorial marker,
with financial contributions from her
Canadian cousins

The Cook Family Scholarship is
available to Grade Twelve
Graduates from Spruce View
School
or graduates from another school
who is a child of a current member
of the Society who become
enrolled at a publicly funded postsecondary institution in a full time
degree or diploma program
of at least two years in length.
Application Deadline is June 8, 2017
CONTACTS:
Bonnie Schweer at Spruce View
School 403- 728-3459
d’Arcy Gamble SGSIS 403-728-3340

Icelandic Church in North Dakota

President’s
Corner
d’Arcy Gamble

As I began my second year, as President of the
Society in February, it reminded me of the
unbelievable commitment and dedication of
the board, committees and members at large
of this organization. Individuals continue to
“buy in” to the vision and mission of
SGSIS. What further amazes me is that many of
you are active, involved members in other
organizations as well! I realize that the world
does not revolve around Markerville, although
at times it feels like it when you are in the
thick of things, but thanks to all of you for
making this little part of the world a better
place through your volunteer efforts.
Upon looking over last year, much has been
done on behalf of the Society. Our tried and
true events such as Christmas in Markerville,
the Cookie Walk, Taste of Markerville, Show n’
Shine, Cream Days and Viking Cup continue to
draw people to Markerville. The Fensala Hall
Concert Series and Open Farm Days were new
endeavours that drew different visitors to the
community. Change is good for all of us and it
is exciting to try new things as it helps to
rejuvenate and remind us all of how much we
love Markerville.
The board participated in two workshops
(October/March) facilitated by Jackie Kurylo
(Pivot Point) to better understand how the
board operates, identify strengths/gaps and
develop strategic plans to assist in ongoing
operations. Jackie was in awe of all that the
society has done: the volunteers, the board,
the policy work, the events, the fundraising,
our vision and mission. Both workshops were
excellent and have assisted us to tweak our
committees and organizational chart as well as
plan strategically for the future. It is an
ongoing process that keeps the board striving
to honour our Icelandic heritage, build our
community, and enrich the cultural tapestry of
our province and country.

Our 43rd AGM was held in February
with over 60 members attending the
volunteer appreciation dinner and
meeting. Kathleen Raines provided an
excellent meal for all our guests to
enjoy. Kathleen has stepped down as
the official caterer for the Fensala Hall,
thank you Kathleen for all the
wonderful meals you have
provided. Michael Dawe spoke on the
history of libraries in Alberta and
specifically the Idun Literary Society in
Markerville. Recognized for their
contributions to the board and society
were Linda Neilsen (secretary 6 years),
Wendy Larsen (board), Jim Martin
( board) and Kathleen Raines (caterer).
The new executive for 2017 was
nominated with d’Arcy Gamble as
President, Marlene Linneberg as Vice
President, Greg Hillman as Secretary,
and Fred Andersen as Treasurer, and
directors Shirley Hillman, John
McKechnie, Tim Kreil, Joerg Hannes,
Carol Lawson and Tom
Sveinson. Another great group of
people to work with who are dedicated
and interested in giving back to their
community!
2017 in Markerville will be exciting as
we join in celebrating “Canada 150”. On
behalf of the board, our managers and
summer staff I invite you all to come
for coffee, lunch and ice-cream this
summer. Partake in the many activities
that will be happening. Volunteer, join,
donate, invite, bring, visit, chat, share
family stories, engage and
contribute. When we enrich our
community we also enrich our own
lives. See you this summer!

We are excited to introduce you to our new co-manager Kayli
Henrikson. Kayli moved to the Markerville area last spring
from Calgary, although she was raised in Calgary she feels
that Markerville is her home and is well known in the
community. You may have already seen her volunteering in
the community at such events as Taste of Markerville,
Icelandic Picnic, Cream Day or events at Fensala Hall to name
a few. Kayli is also a former Snorri, she went on the Snorri
program in 2012 and she says it was one of the best
experiences of her life. Kayli has an extensive background in
food service and customer service, she formerly managed a
Starbucks in Calgary and Airdrie for over 5 years and has also
worked for WestJet.
Kayli loves being outdoors and when she isn’t at the
creamery she is likely hiking or camping with her 2 dogs, Nyla
and Layla. She is an avid gardener and will always have fresh
vegetables in the summer as well as farm fresh eggs from her
constantly growing chicken coop. Kayli will bring fresh ideas
to the creamery as well as a renewed passion to keep
Markerville and SGSIS strong and in the forefront of tourism
for Central Alberta. Come by the Creamery for an ice cream
and to help welcome Kayli to her new role.

Every year since 1943, communities across Canada have celebrated National Volunteer Week, but in
1990, Canada chose the 3rd week in April to specifically honour and thank volunteers. This year is
especially memorable as we reflect on all the pioneer volunteers who helped to build our country, the
businesses, schools, churches, halls, the communities that we who are second, third or fourth
generation Canadians can enjoy. We are grateful for all the volunteers through the decades. Special
thanks to the volunteers in our community and our Society membership who have generously given of
their time, finances, skills and expertise to help us in our mission “to honour the legacy of Markerville's
Icelandic pioneers in building a vibrant rural community and enriching the cultural tapestry of Alberta
and Canada.”
WE DO COMMEND YOU AND WE DO APPRECIATE YOU. This poem is for you!
Valuable Is The Work You Do
Outstanding is how you always come through
Loyal, sincere and full of good cheer.
Untiring in your efforts throughout the year
Notable are the contributions you make
Trustworthy in every project you take
Eager to reach your every goal,
Effective in the way you fill your role
Ready with a smile like a shining star
Special and wonderful_ that's what you are.
Author unknown
Congratulations to our volunteers as SGSIS begins the their 43rd summer season and celebrates
Canada's special 150th Birthday.

FENSALA HALL CONCERT SERIES–

Thank you to our sponsors: Red Deer County

Division 5 Recreation & Culture Board for their
financial support.
Thank You to Andy & Laura Jeans and Jeans Off
On Friday March, 3, 2017 singer songwriter John House Concerts for helping us find the
Wort Hannam played to a full house for the final entertainers and get the word out.
show in the inaugural season of the Concert
Thank you to everyone who worked hard to
Series at Historic Fensala Hall. Ask anyone who make this, our first Concert Series, a big
has attended one of the concerts and they’ll
success!
tell you that Fensala Hall is one of the most
beautiful little concert venues they’ve ever
To help us prepare for next years Concert
seen. It was a perfect fit for a brilliant
Series, we asked our patrons to fill out a
songwriter like John, whose stories and
questionnaire to let us know what they liked.
sensibilities are also rooted in the heritage of
Here is what some of them had to say...
this land. John was accompanied by Scott
"a great little hall in Historic Markerville"
Duncan, fiddle player extraordinaire! John and
"there is no way to improve Fensala
Scott gave a fun filled, lively performance that
captivated the audience from beginning to end. Hall. Good acoustics, lighting, small
and intimate setting, great snacks and
We were also proud to host Alli Russell and
friendly folk". Wayne and Connie Lynn
Chloe Lucas as the opening act. Alli and Chloe
are a musical duo from Innisfail. Both are 17 and
"Great atmosphere- where else do you
still attending high school. They have an
get food and wine while listening"
alternative/indie sound and play multiple
"This is one of the 'hidden gems' - thank
instruments including guitar, ukulele, and
you for all the work everyone has
acoustic drums. They did themselves proud at
put into this series!" Anita Brock
this, their first ever "paying" gig.
Stay tuned for next season. Check the website
The four concert series was a great success
raising nearly $5,000 for the ongoing operating
costs of our four historic sites.
Thank you to all the music lovers who
attended the concerts. We appreciate your
support.

Raging success!!!

for dates and times or follow us on Facebook.

A small but enthusiastic crowd
enjoyed The Corry Boys and
Blaine "The Piano Man" Lutewick
at Fensala hall on Saturday May
6th. Samuel and Jackson Corry
aged 15 and 18 from Red Deer
wowed the dancers with their
ability to make their fiddles sing.
Children as young as 3 and an 86
year old youngster danced up a
storm. Over two thirds of those
in attendance were new faces
to the hall. We can look forward
to another dance like this in the
fall.

JOIN US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA
Published by
the Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic Society
114 Creamery Way, Markerville, ABT0M 1M0
Phone: 403 728-3006 Fax: 403 728-3225
email:admin@historicmarkerville.com
Website: www.historicmarkerville.com
Contributors:
Marlene Linneberg, Bernice Andersen, Donna Nelson
d’Arcy Gamble, Brooke Henrikson, John Mckechnie, Kayli Henrickson
Editor/Layout: Meredith Hoar
Proofing: Bernice Andersen, Kathleen Raines
Mail-out: Bonnie&Wanda Olson
Web site: Brooke Henrikson

