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Society facts and  

tid bits 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

New concert series 

a BIG success 

 

Last newsletter the facilities of SGSIS were 

highlighted.  Leslie Johnston’s name was missed 

from the Fensala Hall committee and we would 

like to thank him for his work on the Fensala Hall 

Committee.  So what other committees are busy 

at work? 

 

Maintenance Committee - conduct minor repairs 

and oversee maintenance of the facilities and 

report to the board monthly.  Thanks to Leslie 

Johnston, Fred Andersen, John McKechnie, 

Jim Martin 

 

Finance and Budget Committee - prepare and 

monitor annual budget, oversee all financial 

matters and report to the board 

monthly.  Thanks to Fred Andersen, Elize van 

der Gun, Marlene Linneberg, Wendy Larsen, 

Brooke Henrikson. 

 

Endowment Legacy Fund -  oversee the 

development and managing of this 

fund.  Thanks to Marlene Linneberg, Meredith 

Hoar. 

 

Grant Writing Committee -  oversee the grant 

writing process and ensure deadlines are 

reached.  Thanks to Brooke Henrikson, Elize 

Van Der Gun, d’Arcy Gamble, Donna Nelson.  

In September 2016 SGSIS launched a new fundraising activity, a 

fall and winter Concert Series. Our goal was to promote live mu-

sic, make good use of the beautiful Historic Fensala Hall, attract 

new supporters and to hopefully make a little money for the 

society at the same time. We have been successful on all fronts! 

We opened the Series in September with Tim Isberg and his 

band. Originally from southern Alberta, Tim is an accomplished 

singer-songwriter who is emerging in the performance scene 

after a lengthy hiatus from music to serve for more than 30 

years in the Canadian Army. Tim mainly performed his own 

Americana style of Roots and Alt-Country original songs with 

lyrics that touched the soul and melodies and harmonies that 

warmed the heart. He also mixed it up a little with a few rock, 

pop, folk, Celtic and country cover tunes. All superbly performed 

by Tim and his band, Blaine Doherty, Dean Pierno and Kim 

Lesaca. 

Opening for Tim was Cole Martin, a 17 year old from the the 

Innisfail area who has been playing and singing for about 4 years. 

Cole entertained the crowd with his rendition of some old and 

new country cover tunes. 

On November 12 we welcomed Braden Gates to Fensala Hall. 

Braden is a young man from Fort Saskatchewan with a love for 

traditional folk instrumentation and song writing. Through the 

ease with which he bows his fiddle and picks his guitar, and the 

straightforward uncluttered honesty of his lyrics, Gates has a 

natural way with a story. And storytelling really is at the centre 

of Gates’ writing and performance. Gates’ warm and slightly 

gravelly voice relays stories that are funny and heartbreaking — 

usually over the course of the same tune. Full of wit and wis-

dom, folksy charm and sharp observations, Gates’ compositions 

are relevant and, strangely, very rooted in 2016 — even if he 

plays that fiddle and picks that guitar like an artist three times 

his age. Braden invited his father to join him on stage to accom-

pany him as Braden gave a stirring performance of old time fid-

dle tunes. Very nostalgic for those of us who grew up dancing to 

those tunes in Fensala Hall. 

Opening for Braden was Brooklyn Hughes and Julie Olive. 

"Brooklyn and Julie (both 17) are high school students in Sylvan 

Lake who have been working together since elementary school 

in a variety styles and performances. These girls have been avidly 

working on original material and covers to perform at local ven-

ues, and despite the fact that Julie had nearly lost her voice, 

they, they gave an entertaining 

performance for all in attendance! Continued on next page... 

Tim William sings the blues 



President’s 
Corner  
d’Arcy Gamble 

New concert series a BIG success cont… Our most recent 

concert on January 13, Tim William, Blues man extraordinaire, was a sold out event! Tim is a 

blues-based singer / songwriter / multi - instrumentalist. He is a 40 year veteran of the 'Roots' 

music scene in North America, roots which stretch back to the coffee-house scene of his native 

California in the mid 60's. Settling in Canada in 1970, Tim is a studio musician, producer, and a 

performer in constant demand. He has played Folk / Blues / Jazz festivals and concert halls and 

clubs all around the world.Inspired by the Hillbilly and Western Swing music he heard as a 

child, Tim absorbed late Fifties Rhythm & Blues and Rock & Roll, Hawaiian and Mexican music, 

early Sixties Folk, and Bluegrass “like a sponge” before discovering a passion for traditional 

blues styles which was fuelled by seeing many first generation blues musicians live during the 

“Blues Boom” of the mid and late Sixties. Tim has a string of nominations and awards too nu-

merous to list, the most notable is winning the 2014 International Blues challenge in Memphis, 

Tennessee as best guitarist in the solo/duo category. He is probably Canada’s 

best blues instrumentalist, a talented singer and story teller. We were honoured to host such a 

talent. 

Opening for Tim was Russ Howard, Pastor of King of Kings Lutheran Church serving Spruce 

View and district. He too has been playing guitar for over 40 years and enjoys a number of dif-

ferent styles of music, but he always manages to find his way back to the blues. Among his 

blues interests, Russ would list artists Taj Mahal, Doc Watson and Mississippi John Hurt. Pastor 

Russ was the perfect opening act for a memorable night of the blues. 

 

Another year has passed us by.  And what a 

year!  As I reflect back on the year and look 

ahead it fills me with such pride to say I am a 

member of the Stephan G. Stephansson 

Icelandic Society.  The commitment of many 

people within this organization and 

community should never cease to amaze 

anyone!  Although the work is busy at times, 

the rewards of friendship, fun, laughter, and 

pride through the operations of our facilities, 

our fundraising efforts, our dreams and big 

ideas is what holds us together.  

The Creamery Museum may be closed for the 

season but that does not mean everything 

shuts down! We had wonderful weather 

during Christmas in Markerville with record 

crowds and tons of cookies baked, sold, and 

eaten!  The new nativity display in the church 

was well received with over 100 nativities. Our 

new Concert Series at Fensala Hall is proving 

to be very popular with various genres of 

music being brought in.   

There are more to come so keep in 

touch!  Christmas Eve is always special for me 

personally and once again the church was filled 

with family and friends alike.  New Years Eve 

brought a few people in for games and 

appetizers as we awaited the dropping of the 

‘ball”.  The board is working to prepare the 

upcoming budget, plan the year’s events, and 

host our AGM and Volunteer Recognition 

Evening. There is always something afoot in 

Markerville! Need to know what is 

happening?  Come for coffee in the creamery 

basement, check out our Facebook and website 

pages, get a membership. We welcome all! 

In all we do, it is encouraging when our efforts 

are recognized on a broader scale. The Society 

was honoured in October with receiving the 

Heritage Preservation Award in Category 2: 

Heritage advocacy, education and 

awareness.  Bernice Andersen was awarded the 

Category 4: Lifetime Achievement Award for 

making a significant contribution to heritage 

over a long period of time.  Joyce Johannson 

received a certificate of recognition for the 

Stars of Alberta Volunteer Award nomination. 

As we move into 2017 and celebrate where 

Canada has come in 150 years we can only 

pause to wonder where the society will be in 

the years ahead. My hope would be that we 

continue to be a vibrant and vital part of this 

community. Happy New Year!  



Congratulations to Joyce Johannson who 

recently received a Certificate of Recog-

nition from the Stars of Alberta Volun-

teer Awards, Community Engagement 

Branch of Alberta Culture and Tourism. 

Although Joyce did not receive the top 

award for the province, the selection 

committee wrote that they "felt strongly 

that her community involvement was 

outstanding and that she should be 

acknowledged for her volunteer commit-

ments and achievements. Her ongoing 

dedication and commitment to her com-

munity and fellow community members 

has not gone unnoticed and is greatly 

appreciated.” 

Donna Nelson nominated her on behalf 

of the SGSIS Board and made this an-

nouncement at the November month 

end community pot luck at Fensala Hall. 

MOVIE NIGHT AT FENSALA 

Of Horses and Men  

 January 31 Fensala Hall 7:30 

 The INLNA Donald K Johnson film 

series comes to Markerville 

January 31. This is a highly rated 

film for mature audiences.  The 

film explores the impact of horses 

on their human companions and 

the human impact on the horses. 

Contemporary Icelandic film 

makers are unafraid to present 

images and ideas that might 

prove unsettling to some viewers. 

The film offers breathtaking 

scenery and tells an eccentric 

quirky tale for adults only.  

Admission $5 Free popcorn. 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moviemail.com%2Fimg%2Fstill%2F35865%2FOf-Horses-and-Men-35865_002.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moviemail.com%2Ffilm%2Fblu-ray%2FOf-Horses-and-Men-75315&docid=05phScImJHVVgM&tbnid=h6VXbj19zzgjjM%3A&ve


REMINDER 

 Registration for the 

INLofNA 2017 

Convention is 

open!  Early registration 

is available until 

February 20th, please 

take advantage of the 

early registration!   

Visit our website for 

registration 

information! 

http://thedeuce.org/

inlna-2017-convention/ 

To All Members of Stephan G. Stephansson Icelandic 

Society: 

 

Mark your calendars for the Society’s 43rd Annual AGM 

and Volunteer Appreciation for Feb 9, 2017.  There will 

be a catered dinner as a small way to extend our thanks 

to all our volunteers who give of their time throughout 

the year.  Please join us.   

 

There is an opportunity for you to be part of an amazing 

team of people with unbelievable dreams, aspirations 

and goals.  Who believe in community.  Who want to see 

history and heritage preserved. Who like to support 

others by giving our young people jobs, meeting visitors 

from near and far. Who believe in getting results by 

working together.  Who like to laugh and have fun while 

working for their greater community.  Who believe in 

enriching the lives of those who visit or live in the 

Markeville area. 

 

Well, if you do, I have just the opportunity… The 

Stephan G. Stephansson Society is looking for 

nominations of any individuals interested in serving on 

the board for a two year position.  We would love for 

you to consider such a wonderful opportunity to be 

part of such a team! 

 

Send your nominations to:  Bernice Andersen 

(freber3595@gmail.com) 

A message from INL 

Hello all board members, clubs and general members, 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my well wishes to 

all of you and your family as we start 2017 with renewed hope 

and happiness.  I am confident that as 2017 moves forward we will 

see our organizations flourish and as always our passions will flare 

for our shared Icelandic heritage. 

Always know that I am available to chat via, phone or email to 

help you get a better experience with the Icelandic National 

League of North America. 

 

Gleðilegt ar til ykkra allra, 

Brad Hirst 

1st Vice-President 

Larry Jonsson selling his famous 

Icelandic rice  pudding  

http://thedeuce.org/inlna-2017-convention/
http://thedeuce.org/inlna-2017-convention/
mailto:freber3595@gmail.com


Mark your calendar! 

 

The Stephan G. 

Stephansson Icelandic 

Society's 43rd Annual 

General Meeting & 

Volunteer Appreciation 

will be held on Thursday 

February 9th. 

Kathleen Raines will be 

preparing a fully catered 

dinner beginning at 6:00 

pm followed by the 43rd 

AGM at 7:00 pm. 

Christmas Eve Community Church Service 2016  
submitted by Bernice Andersen 

Beautiful white fluffy 

snow fell on Christmas 

Eve making everything 

feel perfect. It was cold 

and the roads were poor 

but every seat in the 

church was filled. 

Children with their eyes 

all aglow waited to help 

with the nativity scene 

then later watched the 

puppet show. Prayers of 

thanks and hope were 

offered. Special music 

was provided by Liam 

Everest on the clarinet 

and Janet Lutz on the 

harp. Larry Kjearsgaard 

sang a unique rendition 

of Halleluiah, the hymns 

were old favorite 

Christmas Carols sung by 

the choir of everyone. Thanks to all who helped decorate the church, set up and perform the 

puppet play, shovel snow, make ice luminaires, ring the bell, read, greet and all. Special thanks 

to d’Arcy Gamble who organized this ongoing tradition in the Markerville Church for the 37
th

 

year. 



New Year’s Eve at Fensala Hall was attended by a small group of party 

goers. Horse races & crokinole were the favourite games of the evening. 

A twist to this year’s evening was having the Markerville ball drop twice; 

once at Saskatchewan time & another at Alberta time. Actually, some 

partiers couldn’t make it to midnight! 

 These photos were taken under the Markerville New Year’s Eve ball (a 

disco ball). 





Christmas in Markerville 
Wow! What a great event! This year proved to be the most successful Christmas in Markerville 

since I began as Manager. Thank you to Mother Nature for providing the perfect weather! 

Visitors came from Calgary & Edmonton and all places in-between to choose wonderful 

homemade cookies from the Cookie Walk, Homestyle lunch from the Creamery Cafe & to 

purchase unique gifts from our handcrafted artisans & vendors.  

An increase in visitors put a high demand on the Cookie Walk which ran out of cookies on 

Saturday. Thank you to the community for replenishing the delicious cookies on Sunday. 

Vendors were very busy and had to add product while some sold out before the end of the 

day on Sunday. Happy vendors! 

The nativity scenes in the Church were well received with words such as ‘amazing’ & 

‘beautiful’. 

Thank you to those who supported the event by baking, preparing & serving lunch, singing 

carols, displaying the nativity scenes & volunteering wherever needed. Proceeds for Christmas 

in Markerville were more than $9,000.00. 

Mark your calendar, Christmas in Markerville 2017 will be November 3
rd

 through November 5
th

. 

Left: Kelly Rude reads nativity story to children during Christmas 

Eve service 

Above: Cookie  walk workers  L-R Joyce Johannson, Betty Gibbs, 

Lorna Jean Befus, Lori  Taylor., Johanna Huising  

Below: d'Arcy Gamble reads the puppet play story during Christ-

mas Eve service 

 



 

Manager’s Message 
Brooke Henrickson 

Happy New Year! 

2017 is Canada’s 150
th

 birthday! The Creamery will be celebrating this milestone a couple 

of different ways. 

First, Heritage Days will begin in March. Heritage Days will be comprised of interviews held 

at Fensala Hall to collect oral histories & family trees that will be displayed in an exhibit 

within the museum this summer. The interviews in March will be of our eldest community 

members and will be done by invitation. A project of this magnitude cannot be done in a 

week so we will be conducting interviews all year, either at events, in the member’s home 

or in the museum. We want your story! 

We need your help! We are in search of video equipment, scanners, transcribers, large 

quilts (to be hung as panels to divide the hall into cubicles), volunteers to conduct or 

video the interviews or to compile the family history and trees for display. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact me. 

Second, we will be offering a special event on Canada Day. We’re not sure what that may 

be but it will focus on family fun! We will keep you posted. 

Are you on our Facebook page (Historic Markerville Creamery Museum)? We post all 

upcoming events & tidbits throughout the year. It gives you the chance to ‘be in the 

know’ right away. During summer, we post Manager specials being offered in the 

Kaffistofa, photos during events & other interesting facts. I hope you’ll join us! 

Thank you to those who volunteered their time & supported the Society in 2016. Wishing 

everyone all the best in 2017! 

Thank you to the 

Alberta Museums 

Association & 

Province of 

Alberta for their 

support with the 

Operational 

Staffing Grant 

2017  



Birth announcement  

Meredith and Greg Hoar welcomed a baby boy, Walker David 

October 18, 2016 
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INL Inter club recipe exchange 

ICELANDIC DARK RYE BREAD Nanna Rögnvadardóttir 
Slow-baking gives this loaf its dense crumb & deep 
color. 
Unsalted butter 
3 cups dark rye flour 
1 ½ cups whole wheat flour 
4 tsp baking powder 
2 tsp kosher salt 
1 tsp baking soda 
2 cups buttermilk 
1 cup golden syrup 
Heat oven to 200’F 
Grease 2 loaf pans with butter 
Whisk flour, baking powder, salt, baking soda in a bowl. 
Stir in buttermilk and syrup to form a smooth dough. 
Pour into prepared pans and cover with aluminum foil. 
Bake until cooked through, about 8 hours. 
Let cool slightly, unmold. 
Serve with butter if you like. 
 
From “Saveur” - December 2014, 
“Why bother to bake bread for 8 hours? That was our question when testing Icelandic dark rye 
bread. On the island, loaves are steamed underground in geothermal fields for nearly 24 hours. 
You can achieve a similar result in an oven set at ultra-low heat. The long, low cooking deepens 
the bread’s flavor and color. Given time to transform, the enzymes in the rye flour convert 
starches to sugar, and amino acids and free sugars go through reactions that lead to 
carmelization. The glucose in the golden syrup used in the dough helps retain liquid during 
cooking making for a dense, moist, sweet-malty bread. 
Worth it? 
You bet.” – Farideh Sadeghin h ttp://www.saveur.com/author/farideh-sadeghin 
Made this in 11.2016. It was very good. - Gwen Mann, Calgary, AB. 

Photo credit: Gwen Mann, Calgary, AB. Bread 
made for Yule Party 2016 in Calgary. 

mailto:admin@markervillecreamery.com

